3.  THE ANTI-DARWINIAN THEORY OF DESCENT.
If we knew more actual facts about the descent of the organism than we do, we should have to analyse in some detail the views which have been expressed about the laws of a phylogenetic evolution, supposing that such really occurs ; and we should have to ask if these laws were mechanical or vitalistic.
Since, however, even the most simple facts with regard to descent are purely hypothetical, all the general laws of descent, inasmuch as they represent purely imaginary constructions, are without any real scientific value.
In his theory of mutation, de Vries, like many enquirers into the formation of hybrids and variations, and some entomologists of a quite recent date, has endeavoured to ascertain the actual facts of the derivation of one species from another, and to demonstrate such derivation, at any rate in part, by exact methods. But there is still no question of any real immanent law having been established in so far as a real descent is concerned, that is to say, in so far as it is a question of mutation.